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This morning we begin a new series in the Word of God.  It is our Christmas series called The 

Newborn King.   

 

As we get started in this series which is based on a Christmas carol, I want to give you a very 

true confession that I have a love-hate relationship with Christmas music.  By that, I mean that 

there are some Christmas songs that I love and others that I find obnoxious. 

 

I am resisting the urge to list a whole series of the names of songs that seem to be perpetually 

played on popular radio stations at this time of the year.  Every time I turn on the radio, I hear 

one of those blasted songs.  Listing all those songs that I dislike would be quite a negative way to 

start a Christmas series, though and I don’t want to be a grinch!   

 

Instead, I want to let you know that there are so many Christmas songs that I just love, not only 

because of the nostalgia that comes with their melodies as we have listened to these songs all our 

lives.  There is that! 

 

Even more, these Christmas songs have such rich content.  They ought to be studied as well as 

sung because they are drawn from Scripture, and they are theologically living in that they give us 

truths of Scripture. 

 

There are so many songs that fall under that category of songs that I love, but it is no secret 

around here that my favorite Christmas carol, and quite possible my favorite song period is Hark 

the Herald Angels Sing.   

 

This song was written way back in 1739 by Charles Wesley.  Wesley originally had it Hark How 

all the Welkin Rings, Glory to the King of Kings.  Welkin—the created order rings forth 

celebrating the fact that the Messiah, God the Son, came into the world for us.  

 

It is such a theologically rich song.  You can trace the song according to theological themes of 

our salvation.  You can also see it in a Christological lens, seeing Christ and His nature and who 

He is made known to us as it draws forth the teachings of Scripture and puts it into the form of 

lyrics for music. 

 

We will be in this series for five weeks, four Sunday mornings and the final sermon presented on 

Christmas Eve.  There will be five titles from this song that talks to us about who Jesus is. 
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This morning I want us to think about the fact that He is Christ the Everlasting Lord.  This is 

drawn from the second stanza of the song.  Hark the Herald is my favorite Christmas carol, with 

the second stanza of that song being my favorite stanza.   

 

I want to begin by reading that stanza.  After speaking of God’s reconciling work of salvation in 

Christ in the first stanza, the second stanza is where the titles for Christ begin to gush forth.  

Let’s read it: 

 

Christ by highest Heav’n adored 

Christ the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time behold Him come 

Offspring of the Virgin’s womb 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

Hail the incarnate Deity 

Pleased as man with men to dwell 

Jesus, our Emmanuel 

Hark! the herald angels sing; 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

That is good stuff right there!  That is the theology of the incarnation of the Son of God. 

 

This morning we are going to start this series by thinking about the fact that Christ is the 

Everlasting Lord.  I want to talk to you about the eternal nature of the Son of God, of that very 

Christ who was born in a stable and then placed in a manger. 

 

As far as this attribute of eternity or eternality goes, I was reading a little bit in one of my 

favorite thin but dense theology book called The Knowledge of the Holy by A. W. Tozer.  He 

was writing about the eternal nature of God, and I found the language that he used so stirring to 

my heart. 

 

I am going to read this short paragraph to you.  Tozer is trying to help us wrap our minds around 

something that I think our finite minds can’t ultimately understand until we are set free in glory, 

where we will no longer see through a mirror dimly.  We will then see clearly and face to face.   

 

Listen as Tozer begins by quoting Moses, who wrote Psalm 90: 

 

“’From everlasting to everlasting, thou art God,’ said Moses in the Spirit.  ‘From 

vanishing point to vanishing point’ would be another way to say it quite in keeping 

with the words as Moses used them.  The mind looks backward in time till the dim 

past vanishes, then turns and looks into the future till thought and imagination 

collapse from exhaustion, and God is at both points, unaffected by the other.” 

 

Tozer gave this language of God inhabiting eternity and presiding over it all of time.  God is not 

in time, He is over time, looking over time so that He is presiding over the past, the present, and 

the future as though it is all right there before Him—because it is! 
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One illustration that has helped me with the eternal nature of God is to think of it as a Christmas 

parade, where human beings are in the parade, either waving on a float or there as bystanders.  

We are there in the middle of the parade and see what is right before us and maybe a little bit of 

what is coming and a little bit of what has gone by.   

 

However, God is presiding over the whole parade.  He is there from an elevated perspective, 

where He sees the beginning and the end and everything in the middle with perfect clarity 

because He just is.  He is there.  He is eternal.  God is not in time but presides over time.   

 

It is an awesome and mind-bending thing to try to understand that God is eternal.  He inhabits 

eternity.  In Christ, God punctured the veil, put on humanity and entered in to this realm of time 

that we live in.  That is amazing.  Christ is the Everlasting Lord.  God is eternal.  Everything that 

is true of God is true of the Son of God for we learn in Colossians 2:9, and in other places in 

Scripture, that 

 
9
For in him (Christ) the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily 

 

Jesus is God made human.  Christ, the Son of God, He is eternal. 

 

This morning as we survey the idea of His Everlasting Lordship, we are going to draw the 

sermon outline from a sentence I love in Revelation Chapter 1 and Verse 8.  There we read the 

Lord speaking of His own eternal nature.  It says: 

 
8
”I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and 

who is to come, the Almighty.” 

 

The Lord put it in language that we can understand.  I am.  I am the One who is.  I am the One 

who was.  I have been there through all eternity past.  I am the One to come.  I will be there for 

all eternity.  This is language where God is speaking of Himself.   

 

Scripture reveals Jesus to be God and so later in Revelation, Jesus used this language of Himself 

specifically.  It is Christ speaking at the end of Revelation where He said:  Behold, I am coming 

soon, bringing my recompense with me to repay each one for what he has done.  I am the Alpha 

and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end, and everything in-between.  

This is a statement of the eternal nature of God, the eternal nature of Christ.   

 

This morning’s outline is this:  Jesus was.  Jesus is.  Jesus is to come.  Let’s begin with this: 

 

1. Jesus Was (Micah 5:1-4) 

 

If I wanted to be a little more precise, I would probably have said that the Son of God was, 

because there in time in Bethlehem He became human and was named Jesus.  That is His Name 

forevermore, but this morning we will say:  Jesus Was.  Christ was.  He has existed through all 

eternity past. 
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I want to begin by taking you 700 years prior to the birth of Christ when a prophet named Micah 

arose in Judah from a small country village called Moresheth.  That country preacher from that 

little village of Moresheth was used of the Lord to foretell the birthplace of the Messiah from 

another little country village called Bethlehem—that little breadbasket.   

 

Giving the humble birthplace of the Messiah, God also used this prophet to reveal the fact that 

the Messiah comes from outside of time.  I am going to read Micha Chapter 5 and Verses 1 

through 4.  The language that Jesus was is in Verse 2.  Listen carefully to everything that is here 

in the prophecy. 

 
  1

Now muster your troops, O daughter of troops, 

siege is laid against us; 

with a rod they strike the judge of Israel 

on the cheek. 
2
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 

one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose coming forth is from of old, 

from ancient days. 
3
Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

when she who is in labor has given birth; 

then the rest of his brothers shall return 

to the people of Israel. 
4
And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 

to the ends of the earth. 

  
5
And he shall be their peace. 

 

That is a rich portion of prophetic Scripture.  The whole paragraph kind of speaks of the ongoing 

saga of the relationship between God and Israel.  I think what you have in Verse 3 is a compact 

statement of what Paul expanded upon in Romans Chapter 9, that Israel is under a current 

hardening until the fullness of the Gentiles come in. 

 

Then the rest of Verses 3 and 4 is a compact statement of what is in Romans Chapter 11 where at 

the end of time, all Israel shall be saved.  So, there will be a massive revival among the Jewish 

people who will be joined together with the church of God, as the people of God forever. 

 

That is interesting information about God and Israel.  But for our time this morning, I want to 

focus on what is in Verse 2 and what is stated about the Messiah there, not only where He is 

born, but where He comes from.   
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What we see in Verse 2 is that Micah was in a very interesting position in relation to the 

Messiah.  Micah, his interesting vantage point was this:  He was in a position where he was 

looking into the future to the Messiah’s appearance in Bethlehem, but he was still looking to the 

distant past to look to His origin.   

 

Origin is not the right word because biblically speaking, the Messiah has no origin.  He has no 

beginning point.  According to Verse 2, Jesus comes out of eternity into time.  It is very 

interesting language.  Do you see how the language goes from old to older in Verse 2?   

 
2
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 

one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
 

Now, see from old to older: 

 

whose coming forth is from of old, 

from ancient days. 

 

A literal rendering of the Hebrew of ancient days is from days of immeasurable time, so that if 

you read this verse in the Old King James version it says, His goings forth are from of old, from 

everlasting.  The New American Standard translates it, His goings forth are from long ago, from 

the days of eternity.” 

 

What the Lord is trying to get across to us through Micha the prophet is that the Messiah is a 

supernatural being and He is an eternal figure.  The Messiah did not emerge from history, He 

entered in to history.  Just try thinking about that.  It is an awesome thing!   

 

Jesus is everlasting.  He is from days of immeasurable time.  He has always existed, and He 

entered in to the world, born there in that tiny, humble little village called Bethlehem.  I think 

that speaks of the way the Lord abides with the humble. 

 

I was reading this, and some encouragement came to my heart in terms of my own walk with 

King Jesus.  Maybe it will encourage you too.  It was Thursday morning and I was digging in to 

this message.  It was the point in my week where the sweat work had taken place, then it was just 

devotional contemplation of what had been studied. 

 

Right about that time, Pastor Keith faithfully distributed the next issue of the choir newsletter for 

the music ministry.  The title of that addition of correspondence was God is Bigger than Your 

Problems.  My response was:  And how! 

 

The One who inhabits eternity, the One who has wisdom and understanding and strength and 

goodness that is unsearchable.  This One came into the world to save us fallen sinners, by His 

grace; to cleanse us from our sin; to give us new hearts that desire His will.  He is there with His 
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eternal wisdom to see us through the challenges of this life, even the challenges of our own 

creation. 

 

How many of you have ever been foolish?  I am often foolish!  I make my own problems.  I 

don’t need others to make problems for me.  Sometimes they do it anyway, as they do for you 

too, but I make my own problems.   

 

Here we have this Messiah, everlasting in His nature who has always existed and who enters in 

to the humble repentant heart to fill us up with His grace and His wisdom.  God is bigger than 

our problems.  That is something that should come to mind when we think about the everlasting 

nature of our Christ. 

 

This does not mean that all our problems go away.  We sure wish that would happen, but Jesus 

helps us to endure through the trials which are the arena for our growth to be more like Jesus.  

He is faithful. 

 

Jesus was!  The Christ has always existed.  We continue to the next point I want us to 

understand.  

 

2. Jesus Is. (Hebrews 7:23-25) 

 

He continues.  He lives.  He is alive!  As we move into this next point, I want us to see what He 

is doing, even as He is now in the glory of Heaven. 

 

If there is any book in the Bible that magnifies the current and ongoing existence and ministry of 

the Christ, I think the book of Hebrews is it.  The early church was falling on hard times.  The 

Roman persecution was breaking out and intensifying under Nero.  Christians were dying.  They 

were being martyred for their faith.   

 

With this, came the temptation to cave in and to deny knowing Jesus as the Inquisition came.  To 

strengthen the people in their confession of their faith, to help them remain strong and not deny 

the name of Jesus but to stand firm in their faith whatever comes, the author of this text mingles 

potent words of encouragement and strong words of warning in with elevated pictures of Jesus 

Christ and His deity; His divinity, and the fact that He is God. 

 

Here in Hebrews Chapter 7, God used the author of the book to give God a glimpse into the 

temple of Heaven.  Here we have an emphasis on the high priesthood of Christ, that He is the 

great High Priest of His church.   

 

Hebrews describes Jesus as having a priesthood in the order of Melchizedek.  In Genesis, 

Melchizedek appeared to Abraham both king and priest.  Jesus is the Priest-King.  A priest is one 

who approaches God on behalf of the people, and Christ is our High Priest.  He intercedes for us.  

He approaches God for us. 
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As it is laid out here in Hebrews Chapter 7, we see Jesus’ Priesthood; what He currently lives to 

do and how effective and enduring He is in that Priesthood in contrast to all the priests of Israel’s 

history, who were limited by their finiteness.   

 

Hebrews Chapter 7 and Verses 23 through 25: 

 
23

The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death 

from continuing in office, 
24

but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he 

continues forever.  
25

Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who 

draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. 

 

Jesus lives!  Here we see what He is living to do.  He is living as our High Priest to intercede for 

us; to approach His Father for us; to be an Advocate for us.  That is Christ.  Do you want to 

know what Christ is doing?  This passage gave us a key aspect of His present and ongoing 

ministry. 

 

Notice how these verses speak of the continuity of the priesthood of the Christ in contrast to all 

the priests of Israel’s history.  Those priests could not continue offering sacrifices and supporting 

the people before God through their prayers.  They could not keep on doing those things for the 

very basic reason that they all died.  They were finite. 

 

They died.  Jesus lives.  When it says that the priests died, that is not something that we should 

gloss over.  We need to remember that death is an enemy, and death is painful.  We must see the 

humanity of what is written here. 

 

I realize that some of the Scriptures do not always paint a pretty picture of the character of some 

of the priests in Israel.  Even the very high priests Annas and Caiaphas were plotting the death of 

Jesus.  So, some priests throughout the history of Israel were not good men. 

 

But I would say to you that many, maybe even most of the priests were men who wanted to serve 

the Lord.  They wanted to bless the people and to help, by the grace of the Holy Spirit.  What 

about Zechariah in the Christmas story?  Zechariah and Elizabeth were the parents of John the 

Baptist.  Zechariah was the uncle Jesus from an earthly standpoint.   

 

Zechariah was a priest in Israel and he was described as a priest that wanted to please the Lord, 

even though he was stunned into lapse when that angel appeared to him when he was doing his 

priestly duties in the temple.  But he is portrayed to us as somebody who loved his community 

and was loved by his community. 

 

There were many such priests in Israel.  It would have hurt and been painful when they died, 

would it not?  Imagine you had a boss that was so good to you and took care of you.  Imagine 

that that boss succumbed to cancer.  That would be a hard loss, and you would have to readjust. 

 

Imagine if you had a teacher that was so interested in you personally.  They took care of you and 

taught you things.  Then they retired and moved across the country.  There would be a sense of 
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loss with that.  Likewise, with the death of these priests, there would be a sense of loss.  It is 

hard.   

 

Yet, here set in contrast to all the impermanence and the transition that we experience through 

the decades of this life, Christ is revealed to us as our Great High Priest who lives to make 

intercession for us.  He is concerned.  He is aware.  He knows.  He hears us when we call upon 

Him. 

 

Even when our prayers are so feeble, He continues in His ministry of intercession, going before 

the Father for us, defending us from Satan’s accusations.  He is good.  He is our High Priest, and 

he loves us.  This is the present, ongoing ministry of King Jesus for all those who are in His great 

salvation through faith.  We have a High Priest.  Jesus is, brothers and sisters, and He is good!   

 

I remember when I was in college, I started playing guitar and I was learning many good old 

70s-type folk songs.  One of my favorite singers became James Taylor.  I still enjoy much of his 

music.  He wrote a song that I liked, but at the same time I was telling James that he could not 

live that out.  As beautiful a picture of friendship this song is, who can really do this? 

 

That song is called You Got a Friend, and he says in that song:  

 

When your down and troubled, and you need a helping hand 

And nothing, no nothing is going right. 

Close your eyes and think of me, and soon I will be there 

To brighten up even your darkest nights. 

 

You just call out my name, and you know where ever I am 

I’ll come running, oh yeah baby to see you again. 

Winter, spring, summer, or fall, all you have to do is call 

And I’ll be there, yeah, yeah, yeah.  You’ve got a friend. 

 

I appreciate the spirit, vision and the desire, but sweet baby James can’t carry that out!  None of 

us could, even though we should try to be good friends.  Jesus lives to make intercession for us.  

He lives, and He is close by.  Jesus said, Surely, I am with you always. 

 

Jesus knows your troubles and hardships, even with more intimacy than you do.  He sees aspects 

of your troubles that you don’t.  He cares, and He is concerned, and He is our great and faithful 

High Priest.  So, we need to attach ourselves to Him by faith.  We need to abide in Him because 

this world is impermanent.  I pray that we all have love in this life, but the people we love will 

be in different places at different times.   

 

They will leave and pass on from this life.  What will you be left with then?  I hope there will be 

other people, but I can assure you that if you are in Christ, you will have Christ.  You will have 

Jesus.  He is faithful, and He will be right there with you. 

 

Jesus is!  There is one more picture that we need to see in Scripture.   
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3. Jesus is to come. (Revelation 22:1-5) 

 

He is after all rightly said to be the Everlasting Lord.  I would have to say that the book of 

Revelation reveals this like no other book—Christ, the Everlasting Lord! 

 

In the book of Revelation, we learn how the disciple that Jesus loved, John the son of Zebedee 

himself, was exiled to the island of Patmos as a very, very old man.  On that tiny island, the Holy 

Spirit lifted him up to a much higher plane and revealed to him the things that are to come and to 

display the glory of Christ in the age and ages to come. 

 

I want to now take you way off into the future—way out there!  We are going past that period of 

great tribulation that the book of Revelation describes in detail.  We are going past that amazing 

and glorious and spectacular Second Coming of Christ, where He appears and vanquishes sin on 

this earth. 

 

We go beyond the thousand-year-reign of Christ from Zion.  We go beyond Satan’s final revolt.  

We go beyond the Great White Throne Judgment.  We go into Revelation Chapter 21 and 22, 

where we are given a glimpse into the Everlasting Age; the great age to come; the New Heavens 

and the New Earth. 

 

The camera of this book zooms into the capital city of the New and Everlasting Heaven and 

Earth.  It zooms straight into the city square, where we see Christ Jesus exalted as Lord.  It is a 

beautiful picture.  Revelation Chapter 22 and Verses 1 through 5: 

 
1
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 

from the throne of God and of the Lamb 
2
through the middle of the street of the 

city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, 

yielding its fruit each month.  The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 

nations.  
3
No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of 

the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him.  
4
They will see his face, 

and his name will be on their foreheads.  
5
And night will be no more.  They will need 

no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign 

forever and ever.   

 

What a picture that we see here in this text!  This paragraph is just filled with wonders to be 

explored.  I look here and see the New Jerusalem as a wonderful urban forested environment. 

 

It is a city, the New Jerusalem.  It seems that there are two very significant biblical sites that are 

merged in this great capital city.  It seems to me that you have a restored Eden with a perfect 

Jerusalem.  It says that the Tree of Life is there.  And the Tree of Life is there on both sides of 

the river flowing from the throne.  That means the species of the Tree of Life is there.   
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And it is a new Jerusalem.  It is a city with culture.  It is an urban environment with lots of trees 

and fruit.  It is beautiful and an amazing picture.  However, what I want to focus on is what is at 

the center.  

 

There are beautiful table centerpieces at Christmas events, but here is the centerpiece of the New 

Heavens and the New Earth.  It is the Throne of God and the Lamb.  It is Christ enthroned in 

Heaven. 

 

If you want to see what it means that He is Christ by highest Heav’n adored, Christ the 

everlasting Lord, this is where you can look!  That word Lord means ruler, master, owner, 

sovereign authority.  His Lordship is such that we will have His Name printed on your foreheads. 

 

Christ is Lord!  We belong to Him.  Now before you get too excited and go to the tattoo parlor 

and get a tattoo of Jesus on your forehead, don’t do it!  But when it does happen, it is going to be 

glorious and wonderful.  I don’t know exactly what that is going to look like, but what I can tell 

you is that it is going to be clear that we belong to King Jesus, and we are going to be very, very 

happy about it. 

 

His name will be right on our foreheads.  That indicates ownership and that results in eternal 

security.  We are branded with the name Jesus!  He has been given the name that is above all 

names.  He is the One who defines us.  He is the One owns us.  We are the sheep of His hand.   

 

We are living in an age where people think they are so autonomous.  They want to define 

themselves to striking degrees where we wonder what is happening in this world.  However, 

Jesus defines us.  He created us.  He has redeemed us.  He is the One who is going to bring us 

safely into His eternal Kingdom as those who are His people, His bride, His chosen elect. 

 

We are His people and His Name is going to be right on our foreheads.  We belong to Him.  He 

is the Lord.  He is the Lord, the Everlasting Lord who is going to reign forever and ever and ever 

and ever.  Amen!  Christ is Lord.  That is an awesome picture.   

 

Brothers and sisters, as people who want to have reverence for the Lamb who was slain and who 

did the work of salvation for us, let us never lose sight of the fact that Christ the Eternal Son was 

taken outside the city gates of Jerusalem, where he was put to death on a hill called Calvary or 

Golgotha, the Place of the Skull. 

 

But isn’t it so good to see Christ right smack dab in the middle of the capital city where He 

belongs, being the center of attention?  While we never want to stop thinking and rejoicing about 

the fact by grace He was lifted up on that cross where He was crucified for our sin, isn’t it so 

good to see Him lifted up high on His throne forevermore? 

 

It is such an awesome picture presented here for us.  We never want to lose sight of the fact that 

when He was on that cross being crucified, He was surrounded by people who were scoffing 

Him.  That’s how human sin is.  He was surrounded by people who were mocking Him.   
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Contrast to that, isn’t it so good to see Him surrounded by people who are praising the Lamb 

who was slain as Lord of their lives; as their Savior whom they serve forevermore.  King Jesus, 

He is by highest Heav’n adored.  Christ the everlasting Lord!  Now I pray that the Spirit fills our 

hearts that we see the great grace by which He died for us and that we will adore and worship 

and praise Him now.   

 

If you are an unbeliever here today—if you have not come to the place where you have 

understood that you were created by God and there is moral folly in your life, and that you have 

repeatedly sinned against God like all the people around you—and you are recognizing that you 

are created by Him and have sinned in His sight, you can now understand that Jesus died for you. 

 

If your heart believes that He satisfied the justice of God in His death on the cross, and that God 

is both just and the Justifier of people like us who are fallen and that He died in your place,  

you worship Him as Lord right here and now.  It is through belief and through faith that you 

enter in to eternity.  We want to know if that is what’s happening in your heart.  Please come and 

tell me, or write me an email, or send me a card.  We want to support you in this.   

 

If you are here and you are a Christian, I pray that your heart will believe in Him.  I pray that you 

will know that walking with Christ is the fullness of joy.  Yesterday at the Tea, it was said:  

Jesus’s love language is obedience.  It honors Him, and it is good for us.   

 

Abide in Jesus.  Walk with Him.  Ask Him for strength that you might adore Him with your 

heart and worship Him with your walk.  He is good.  Sing praises to Him and tell others about 

how good He is to you. 

 

Let’s close in prayer. 

 

 

 


